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College 



 

¾ A national college admission examination that consists of tests in:  

ÅEnglish, Mathematics, Reading, Science (and an optional Writing Test) 

¾ Designed as a predictive measure not as a content performance measure 

¾ Over 1.8 million test takers each year. 

¾ ACT results are accepted by virtually all U.S. colleges and universities.  

¾ The ACT includes 215 multiple-choice questions and takes approximately 3 hours 

and 30 minutes to complete with breaks. The actual testing time is 2 hours and 

55 minutes (plus 30 minutes if you are taking the Writing Test).  

¾ The ACT is administered in six different months: September, October, December, 

February, April, and June.  

¾ The ACT offers an optional Writing Test.  You should check directly with the 

institutions you are considering to find out their requirements.  

 

 



¾English -18 

¾Mathematics ð 22 

¾Social Sciences ð 22 (Reading)  

¾Science ð 23 

 

A benchmark score is the minimum score 

needed on an ACT subject -area test to 

indicate a 50% chance of obtaining a B or 

about a 75% chance of obtaining a C.  



¾ACT sub-scores less than the following 

require students to enroll in 

developmental education courses at both 

Community Colleges and Institutions of 

Higher Learning (IHL)  

 

¾English ð 17 

¾Math - 19 



¾ The registration fee is $39.50 for the ACT with no 
Writing Test. 

¾ The registration fee is $56.50 for the ACT plus the 
Writing Test. 

¾ These fees include score reports for you, your high 
school and up to four college choices for which a 
valid code is listed at time of registration.   

¾If you canõt afford the registration fee, go to the 
following website to apply for a fee waiver: 
http://www.actstudent.org/faq/answers/feewaiver.h
tml 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/faq/answers/feewaiver.html
http://www.actstudent.org/faq/answers/feewaiver.html


-  Graduation Option: sub-score of 17 

-   Life-long Skills 

-   Workplace Skills  

-   Test scores that reflect true skill ability 

-   Scholarships          

-   College Success 

 

MOTIVATION IS KEY!  

GOALS!  
All students,  

even those not attending college,  

need the skills the ACT exam reinforces!  





How to get to college?  

ÅG.P.A. =  45% 

ÅACT/SAT exam = 45%  

ÅOther  =  10%  



Average ACT Scores by  
Core Curriculum Completion Status,   

2007 ð2011  

For each year from 2007 to 
2011, ACT Composite and 

subject scores were higher for 
students who took a core 
curriculum or more in high 

school than for students who 
did not.  

On average, high school 

graduates who completed at  
least a core curriculum earned 
Composite test scores 2.2 to 

3.1 points higher than the 
scores of students who did not 
take a core curriculum. Similar 

ranges of higher scores for  
core or more curriculum 
completers are noted for each 

subject test: English (2.5 to  
3.5 points), Reading (2.2 to 
3.0), Mathematics (2.3 to 3.0), 

and Science (2.0 to 2.7). 

Took Core or More  

Took Less Than Core 



¾ As often as you wishð many students test twice, once as a junior 

and again as a senior.  

¾ You can test only once per national or state test date.  

 

¾ You should definitely consider retesting if: 

¶you had any problems during the test, such as 

misunderstanding the directions or not feeling physically well 

¶you are not satisfied that your scores accurately represent 

your abilities in the areas tested 



¾ ACT research shows that of the students who took the ACT 
more than once:  

Å55% increased their composite score on the retest 

Å22% had no change in their composite score on the 
retest  

Å23% decreased their composite score on the retest 
¾ If you take the test more than once, you can choose which 

test score you want sent to colleges.  The following link can 
help you to determine how to send the scores from one 

testing date to the colleges of your choice: 
http://www.actstudent.org/faq/answers/morethan
once.html 

 


